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EDUCATION

Northwestern University, Weinberg College of Arts + Sciences, Evanston, IL				         June 2026
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science, Psychology with Interdisciplinary Honors (Intended)
Certificate of Achievement in a Foreign Language and Quantitative Analysis (Intended)
GPA: 3.93
Relevant Coursework: Statistical Research Methods, The American Presidency, Public Opinion & Voting Behavior, Congress & the Legislative Process, Political Psychology, Political Research Seminar (x2), Honors Thesis Seminar (x2), Research Methods in Psychology, Social Psychology, Psychology of Personality, Decision Making, Independent Research Study (x5)

RESEARCH + TEACHING INTERESTS

Political Psychology; Public Opinion and Voting Behavior; Authoritarian Politics; Partisan Polarization; Elite Rhetoric; Power and Influence in Sociopolitical Organizations; Experimental Methodology

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Northwestern University, Political Science + Psychology Departments, Evanston, IL
Honors Candidate, September 2025 – Present
Advisors: Alexander Coppock (Political Science) and Dan Molden (Psychology)
· Proposed and designed a project examining the role of rhetorical cues presented by a hypothetical political elite in individuals’ willingness to endorse various dimensions of political violence.
· Conducted an initial pilot experiment via Qualtrics, randomly assigning Republicans to read a speech by a member of their party or no speech.
· Analyzed survey findings using linear regression and other pre-planned statistical analyses through R Software.
· Drafting revisions to survey methodology based on pilot study, with plans to launch main study in Winter 2026.
· Applied to and accepted for two social science conferences in 2026, with three others pending.

Northwestern University, School of Education and Social Policy, Evanston, IL
Research Assistant, September 2024 – Present
Advisor: David N. Rapp
· Crafted stimuli questions assessing whether individuals choose to rely on artificial intelligence (AI) or a human for expertise on a particular policy topic. 
· Supervised data collection for a study assessing differences in individuals’ ability to summarize large texts using artificial intelligence (AI).
· Conducted literature review on available methodological scales for measuring AI literacy among participants.
· Designed and conducted survey examining whether individuals are more likely to trust information written by an AI versus a human speaker, varying whether the passage contained experiential anecdotes or factual statements.

Northwestern University, Kellogg School of Management and Psychology Department, Evanston, IL
Research Assistant, January 2024 – Present
Advisor: Eli J. Finkel
· Led coding of qualitative responses for a team of 5 undergraduate students as part of a project examining how US partisans expect close members of their political ingroup to react if they were to change their minds on central political topics, and whether their expectations were congruent with how others reported they would respond.
· Conducted literature and methodological review across multiple projects exploring how expected social reactions influence the likelihood of self-censoring nuanced political opinions once belief change has occurred.
· Conducted literature review on political misalignment within the workplace and its effects on employee morale. 
· Designed cover art for “Love Factually” podcast featuring Drs. Eli Finkel and Paul Eastwick.
· Responsible for copyediting chapter on “Romantic Relationships” within the 6th edition of the Handbook of Social Psychology.
· Interacted with participants in an online chat format as part of a project assessing the factors that help people feel supported when reflecting on their experiences of LGBTQ+-related stress. 

Northwestern University, Kellogg School of Management, Evanston, IL
Research Assistant, January 2025 – September 2025
Advisor: Cynthia Wang
· Conducted literature review for forthcoming review paper by Drs. Cynthia Wang and Yingli Deng (Durham University, UK), examining instances of unethical pro-organizational behavior (UPB) and proposed solutions.
· Responsible for compiling bibliographic database and inserting citations into final manuscript.

Northwestern University, Psychology Department, Evanston, IL			        
Independent Researcher, October 2023 – April 2024
Advisor: H. David Smith
· Proposed and designed a quantitative research study assessing the role of home-field advantage and various performance factors on outcomes for the 2018 National Football League (NFL) season.
· Conducted descriptive analyses and correlations between variables using SPSS software. 
· Presented findings during undergraduate and main poster sessions at the 2024 Midwestern Psychological Association conference.

Northwestern University, History Department, Evanston, IL
Leopold Fellow, June 2023 – May 2024
Advisor: Lauren Stokes
· Examined archival materials regarding the 1974 Air Line Pilots Association (ALPA) strike and other key moments in the union’s history.
· Compiled primary source materials from newspapers reporting on the 1974 strike and conducted qualitative analysis on sources’ tone toward the strike.
· Identified 1970s-era personality test for airline pilots to conduct exploratory surveys among current airline pilots. 
· Conducted qualitative interviews with industry members on sustainable aviation technology and the development of electric vertical take-off and landing (eVTOL) aircraft.
· Presented findings during Fall Leopold Dinner in 2023 as part of fellowship requirements.

GRANTS + HONORS

John J. Ellis Memorial Gift Fund ($2000), Northwestern University Political Science Department, 2025 – Present.
Conference Travel Grant ($4275 total), Office of Undergraduate Research, 2024 – Present.
Dean’s List (9/9 quarters), Weinberg College of Arts & Sciences, 2022 – Present
Weinberg Academic Year Grant ($1000 total), Weinberg College of Arts & Sciences, 2025.
Ted and Cora Ginsberg Undergraduate Research Grant ($1666.67), Political Science Department, 2025.
Undergraduate Travel Award ($500), Psychology Department, 2025.
Certificate of Achievement in a Foreign Language, Political Science Department, 2025.
Conference Travel Grant ($2331 total), Weinberg College of Arts & Sciences, 2024 – 2025.
Pi Sigma Alpha Honors Society (Nu Mu Chapter), 2024. 
Psi Chi, International Honor Society in Psychology, 2024.
Rosa la Rose Literary Magazine, French & Italian Department, 2023.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

PAPER TALKS
Keil, K. “The role of elite cues and endorsements of political violence in shaping individual attitudes.” Southern Political 	Science Association 97th Annual Meeting. New Orleans, LA, January 2026.
Keil, K. "Empire state of mind: The influence of state politics on individual's views.” Midwest Psychological 	Association Conference. Chicago, IL, April 2025.
Keil, K. "AfD: Achtung für demokratie? The relationship between extremist ideologies and polarized constituencies in the 	Federal Republic of Germany.” Southern Political Science Association 96th Annual Meeting. San Juan, PR, 	January 2025.
Keil, K. “Checking the boxes: Comparing census data to determine the extent of multiracialism and its impact on racial 	hierarchical models.” Southern Political Science Association 96th Annual Meeting. San Juan, PR, January 2025.
Keil, K. "Empire state of mind: The influence of state politics on individuals' views.” Southern Political Science 	Association 96th Annual Meeting. San Juan, PR, January 2025.
Keil, K. “Iron fist, iron heart: The role of authoritarianism in determining attitudes toward outgroups.” Southern Political 	Science Association 96th Annual Meeting. San Juan, PR, January 2025.
Keil, K. “AfD: Achtung für demokratie? The relationship between extremist ideologies and polarized constituencies in the 	Federal Republic of Germany.” Midwestern Association for Public Opinion Research Conference. Chicago, IL, 	November 2024.
Keil, K. "Empire state of mind: The influence of state politics on individuals' views.” Midwestern Association for Public 		 Opinion Research Conference. Chicago, IL, November 2024.
Keil, K. & Stokes, L. “Social History of the Jet Age.” Fall Leopold Fellow Dinner. Evanston, IL, November 2023.

POSTER PRESENTATIONS
Keil, K. “The role of elite cues and endorsements of political violence in shaping individual attitudes.” Society of 	Personality and Social Psychology 26th Annual Convention. Chicago, IL, February 2026.
Keil, K. "AfD: Achtung für demokratie? The relationship between extremist ideologies and polarized constituencies in the		 Federal Republic of Germany.” American Political Science Association Convention. Vancouver, Canada, 	September 2025.
Keil, K. "AfD: Achtung für demokratie? The relationship between extremist ideologies and polarized constituencies in the		 Federal Republic of Germany.”	American Psychological Association Convention. Denver, CO, August 2025.
Keil, K. "Empire state of mind: The influence of state politics on individuals' views.” American Psychological 	Association Convention. Denver, CO, August 2025.
Keil, K. "AfD: Achtung für demokratie? The relationship between extremist ideologies and polarized constituencies in the 	Federal Republic of Germany.” Western Political Science Association 2025 Annual Conference. Seattle, WA, 	April 2025.
Keil, K. "AfD: Achtung für demokratie? The relationship between extremist ideologies and polarized constituencies in the		 Federal Republic of Germany.” Midwest Psychological Association Conference. Chicago, IL, April 2025.
Keil, K. "Empire state of mind: The influence of state politics on individuals' views.” Midwest Psychological 	Association Conference. Chicago, IL, April 2025.
Keil, K. "AfD: Achtung für demokratie? The relationship between extremist ideologies and polarized constituencies in the		 Federal Republic of Germany.” Midwestern Political Science Association Annual Conference. Chicago, IL, April 	2025.
Keil, K. "Empire state of mind: The influence of state politics on individuals' views.” Midwestern Political Science 	Association Annual Conference. Chicago, IL, April 2025.
Keil, K. "AfD: Achtung für demokratie? The relationship between extremist ideologies and polarized constituencies in the 	Federal Republic of Germany.” Society of Personality and Social Psychology 25th Annual Convention. Denver, 	CO, February 2025.
Keil, K. "AfD: Achtung für demokratie? The relationship between extremist ideologies and polarized constituencies in the 	Federal Republic of Germany.” Society of Southeastern Social Psychologists Conference. Memphis, TN, 	November 2024.
Keil, K., & Smith, H.D. "Heat games: How temperature affects performance metrics in professional football.” Midwestern		 Psychological Association Conference. Chicago, IL, April 2024.

WORK EXPERIENCE
Chicago Council on Global Affairs (Chicago, IL)
Public Opinion and US Foreign Policy Intern, June 2025 – August 2025
Assisted with the development, production, and dissemination of Chicago Council Survey reports and briefs. Responsible for editing and proofreading briefs and reports as part of 2025 CCS. Produced figures for reports, briefs, and blog posts concerning perceptions of AI use and Chinese-US relations. Drafted blog post on comparisons between MAGA and the AfD (currently pending publication on the Council survey blog, Running Numbers).

Victoria’s Secret PINK (New York, NY)
Freshman Liason, October 2022 – September 2023
Responsible for organizing outreach among the Class of 2026 at Northwestern University. Hosted campus events with team members, including Halloween raffle and flower bouquet-making. Led cleanup of Lakefill on campus for Earth Day. 

Cercle des Langues (Paris, FR)
Marketing and Business Development Intern, June 2023 – July 2023
Created content for social media pages, primarily featured on Instagram and TikTok. Reviewed e-learning module content to improve client experience. Assisted clients in navigating e-learning platform and modules.

Women in Sales Network (New York, NY)
Junior Intern, June 2022 – July 2022
Organized outreach to women in sales + technology-related leadership positions based in NYC, LA, SF, and ATX. Goal of net network growth of 100 women/month.

Flying Zebra LLC (West Harrison, NY)
Flight Coordinator Assistant/Project Specialist, June 2022 – July 2022
As Flight Coordinator Assistant, provided assistance with trip logistics, such as fuel orders, airport fee research, and database updates. Researched and/or booked hotel or commercial flight accommodations for pilots and customers. Researched and/or booked rental cars for pilots and customers. Trained to quote and book trips. As Project Specialist, assisted with monthly owner expense and revenue reconciliations. Other tasks and/or errands as required.

Chick-fil-A (Norwalk, CT)
Front of House Team Member, June 2020 – August 2020
Took orders for customers in drive-thru via iPad and conducted transactions. Prepared and expedited orders for drive-through and mobile customers. Delivered mobile orders to customers and DoorDash food delivery employees.

CAMPUS LEADERSHIP
North by Northwestern
Print Managing Editor, Assistant Managing Editor, Senior Section Editor, Assistant Section Editor, January 2023 – December 2024
As PME, oversaw all stages of magazine production, assisted by AME. Led biweekly meetings with staff to develop pitches and refine draft stages. As Senior Section Editor, responsible for editing 2-3 stories and managing writer progress across the quarter. Maintained communication with writers to ensure deadlines were met and edit suggestions were applied. Collaborated with other editors on story pitch acceptance and section layout.

Kappa Delta Sorority
Director of Philanthropy, Director of Member Education, Girl Scouts Chair, January 2023 – December 2024
Organized annual KDogs philanthropy event, taking place in Spring Quarter. Managed logistics and outreach for Winter Quarter KDiner philanthropy event. Coordinated on-campus cookie sales with local Girl Scouts troops. 

Northwestern Model United Nations
Crisis Director, September 2022 – February 2024
Managed team of 3 Crisis Staffers in organizing, performing, and responding to crisis updates. Maintained communication with Committee Chair to ensure smooth flow of committee when presenting crisis updates.

NU Aviation Club
Treasurer, September 2022 – January 2024
Organized weekly events, ranging from career development sessions to social events. Responsible for budget management and quarterly account reconciliation. 

MEMBERSHIPS

International Society of Political Psychology (October 2025 – Present)
American Political Science Association (March 2025 – Present)
Midwest Political Science Association (January 2025 – Present)
Pi Sigma Alpha Honors Society (December 2024 – Present)
Southeastern Psychological Association (December 2024 – Present)
Society for Personality and Social Psychology (November 2024 – Present)
Western Political Science Association (November 2024 – Present)
Southern Political Science Association (October 2024 – Present)
Southwestern Psychological Association (October 2024 – Present)
Eastern Psychological Association (September 2024 – Present)
American Psychological Association (April 2024 – Present)
Psi Chi Honors Society (April 2024 – Present)
Kappa Delta Sorority (January 2023 – December 2024)
Undergraduate Psychology Association (September 2022 – Present)
Women in Aviation International (June 2021 – Present) 

CERTIFICATIONS

RCR Course for Undergraduate Students (CITI Program, Issued 12/2024, Expires 12/2027)
Private Aircraft Pilot (Federal Aviation Administration, Issued Aug 2020)

SKILLS 

Languages: English, French (native proficiency), German (limited working proficiency)

Technical: Proficient in Microsoft Office (Excel, Word, PowerPoint, Teams); Adobe Photoshop; Canva; AirTable; R Software
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